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15 Days Rwanda Uganda Birding trip

TOUR ITINERARY

Duration 15 days / 14 nights
Price Contact us for a quote
Country Rwanda

Destination Rwanda

Starts Kigali, Rwanda

Ends Entebbe, Uganda

Discover the exceptional birdlife of Rwanda and Uganda on this 15-day cross-border birding expedition
with Enashipai Tours and Safaris. This journey explores some of the most rewarding birding habitats in
the Albertine Rift, a region celebrated for its remarkable biodiversity and numerous range-restricted bird
species.

Tour Overview

Discover the exceptional birdlife of Rwanda and Uganda on this 15-day cross-border birding expedition with
Enashipai Tours and Safaris. This journey explores some of the most rewarding birding habitats in the Albertine
Rift, a region celebrated for its remarkable biodiversity and numerous range-restricted bird species.

Accompanied by an experienced naturalist birding guide, you will explore the montane forests of Nyungwe, the
volcanic landscapes of Mgahinga, the high-altitude forests of Echuya and Bwindi, and the lowland tropical
rainforest of Semuliki. Each destination offers a distinctive ecosystem and the opportunity to search for a different
selection of forest, mountain, wetland and lowland bird species.

The safari begins in Kigali before travelling to Nyungwe Forest National Park, one of Rwanda's most important
birding destinations. You then cross into southwestern Uganda to explore Mgahinga Gorilla National Park, Echuya
Forest Reserve and Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, including the celebrated Mubwindi Swamp trail in Ruhija.

The journey continues through western Uganda towards Fort Portal and Semuliki National Park, where the lowland
rainforest offers opportunities to search for bird species with strong Central African affinities. The safari concludes
with a road journey to Entebbe.

This experience is designed for serious birdwatchers, naturalists, wildlife photographers and nature enthusiasts
seeking a comprehensive birding experience across two of East Africa's most rewarding destinations.
Safari Highlights

¢ Explore Nyungwe Forest National Park in Rwanda.

e Search for Albertine Rift endemic and range-restricted bird species.
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Cross from Rwanda into Uganda through the Cyanika border area.

Bird the montane forests of Mgahinga Gorilla National Park.

Explore Echuya Forest Reserve and the Lake Bunyonyi area.

Spend a full day birding the famous Mubwindi Swamp trail in Bwindi.

Explore Bwindi's Buhoma sector and the forested Neck route.

Discover birding habitats around Queen Elizabeth National Park and Fort Portal.

Explore Semuliki National Park and the famous Kirumia Trail.

Search for sought-after species such as Rwenzori Turaco, Shelley's Crimsonwing, African Green Broadbill,
Grauer's Warbler and various forest hornbills.

Included

Airport pickup in Kigali.

Airport transfer in Entebbe.

Private safari transportation in a suitable 4x4 vehicle.

Cross-border transport between Rwanda and Uganda.

Services of an experienced English-speaking driver-guide.

Specialist birding guide services.

Accommodation for 14 nights as specified or in comparable properties.
Meals as indicated in the itinerary.

Rwanda and Uganda national park entry fees for the listed destinations, where included in the final
guotation.

Relevant birding trail and local guide fees, where applicable.

Drinking water during safari activities and road transfers.

Applicable government taxes and service charges included in the quotation.

Excluded

International flights.

Rwanda and Uganda entry visas or other required travel documentation.
Travel and medical insurance.

Tips and gratuities.

Alcoholic and premium beverages.

Laundry, telephone calls and personal expenses.

Optional activities not included in the confirmed itinerary.

Additional accommodation resulting from flight changes or delays.

Any services not expressly listed under inclusions.

Important Birding Safari Information

Cross-border arrangements: This safari involves travel between Rwanda and Uganda. Travellers must meet the
entry and exit requirements of both countries. Border crossing arrangements, vehicle documentation and applicable
immigration requirements should be confirmed before departure.

Bird sightings: All species listed are target birds, not guaranteed sightings. Bird activity varies with season,
weather, habitat conditions and other natural factors.

Specialist birding guide: This itinerary is designed around specialist birding. An experienced guide familiar with
Albertine Rift species and bird vocalisations is recommended.

Trail conditions: Mubwindi Swamp and Kirumia Trail can be physically demanding, muddy and slippery. Guests
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should bring appropriate hiking boots, rain protection, binoculars and suitable outdoor clothing.

Accommodation: Named properties are suggested options. Final accommodation will depend on availability,
comfort preferences and the confirmed quotation.

Travel distances: Some road transfers are long, particularly the journeys between Nyungwe and Kisoro, Buhoma
and Fort Portal, and Bundibugyo and Entebbe. The itinerary may be adjusted to account for road conditions, border
procedures and birding stops.

Book Your Rwanda and Uganda Birding Safari

Explore two remarkable birding destinations with Enashipai Tours and Safaris on this 15-day journey through
Rwanda and Uganda. From the montane forests of Nyungwe and Bwindi to the volcanic highlands of Mgahinga
and the lowland rainforest of Semuliki, this safari offers an outstanding opportunity to search for some of the
region's most sought-after bird species.

Contact our team to customise your birding checklist, confirm accommodation and arrange specialist guiding for
your preferred travel dates.

Arrive at Kigali International Airport, where you will be welcomed by an Enashipai Tours and Safaris representative
and transferred to your hotel.

Depending on your arrival time, enjoy a relaxed introduction to Kigali or some light birding around the hotel
grounds. Your guide will brief you about the safari route, cross-border arrangements and the birding opportunities
ahead.

Dinner and overnight stay in Kigali.

Accommodation: A comfortable hotel in Kigali or a similar property
Meals: Dinner

Activities:

e Kigali Airport Pickup

e Hotel Transfer
e Safari Briefing

After breakfast, depart Kigali for Nyungwe Forest National Park in southwestern Rwanda. The journey takes you
through Rwanda's beautiful countryside, characterised by rolling hills, rural settlements, cultivated landscapes and
scenic valleys.

Stop for lunch in Huye before continuing towards Nyungwe. As you approach the forest, the landscape becomes
increasingly mountainous and forested, offering opportunities for birding stops along suitable sections of the route.

Arrive at your lodge in the afternoon, settle in and enjoy the surrounding forest environment.

Dinner and overnight stay near Nyungwe Forest.
Accommodation: A lodge near Nyungwe Forest National Park or a similar property
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Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Activities:

¢ Kigali to Nyungwe
e Huye Stopover
e En-route Birding

After an early breakfast, head into Nyungwe Forest National Park for a full day of birding. Nyungwe is one of
Rwanda's most important biodiversity areas, with extensive montane rainforest supporting a rich variety of forest
birds.

Explore selected forest trails with your specialist birding guide, searching for species such as Handsome Francolin,
Rwenzori Turaco, Red-chested Owlet, Western Green Tinkerbird, Dwarf Honeyguide, Red-throated Alethe,
Archer's Robin-Chat, White-bellied Robin-Chat, Kivu Ground Thrush, Short-tailed Warbler, Mountain Masked
Apalis, Grey-chested llladopsis and Red-collared Mountain Babbler.

Other target species include Stripe-breasted Tit, Purple-breasted Sunbird, Blue-headed Sunbird, Rwenzori Double-
collared Sunbird, Regal Sunbird and Lagden's Bushshrike.

Return to your lodge in the evening for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: A lodge near Nyungwe Forest National Park

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Nyungwe Forest Birding
e Montane Forest Species
e Guided Bird Walk

Spend another full day exploring Nyungwe Forest, allowing more time to search for the forest's specialist bird
species and revisit productive habitats.

With your guide, explore selected trails and listen for calls within the forest canopy and undergrowth. Continue
searching for species such as Handsome Francolin, Rwenzori Turaco, Red-chested Owlet, Rwenzori Nightjar,
Western Green Tinkerbird, Dwarf Honeyguide, Red-throated Alethe, Archer's Robin-Chat, White-bellied Robin-
Chat, Kivu Ground Thrush, Short-tailed Warbler, Mountain Masked Apalis and Grey-chested llladopsis.

Other possible sightings include Red-collared Mountain Babbler, Stripe-breasted Tit, Purple-breasted Sunbird, Blue-
headed Sunbird, Rwenzori Double-collared Sunbird, Regal Sunbird and Lagden's Bushshrike.

The guide will adapt the day's birding route to recent sightings, weather and trail conditions. Return to your lodge
for dinner and an overnight stay.

Accommodation: A lodge near Nyungwe Forest National Park

Meals: Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Full-Day Nyungwe Birding

e Albertine Rift Endemics
e Forest Trails
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After breakfast, depart Nyungwe for southwestern Uganda. The journey passes through Kigali and northern
Rwanda towards the Cyanika border crossing, subject to the confirmed border and road arrangements.

Complete the immigration and customs formalities before continuing into Uganda and travelling to Kisoro, a scenic
town surrounded by the volcanic highlands of southwestern Uganda.

Depending on the journey schedule, enjoy selected birding stops along the route. Arrive in Kisoro in the evening
and settle into your accommodation.

Dinner and overnight stay in Kisoro.
Accommodation: Travellers Inn or a similar property
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Rwanda to Uganda
e Cyanika Border Crossing
e Transfer to Kisoro

After an early breakfast, travel to the Ntebeko area of Mgahinga Gorilla National Park for a full day of montane
birding.

Explore suitable trails through the park's montane forest and bamboo habitats, with the dramatic Virunga volcanoes
providing a spectacular backdrop. The birding route may include the Sabinyo Gorge area, subject to trail access,
park regulations and the day's conditions.

Search for species such as Dusky Turtle Dove, Rwenzori Turaco, Cape Robin-Chat, Kivu Ground Thrush, White-
eyed Slaty Flycatcher, White-starred Robin, Mountain Yellow Warbler, White-necked Raven, Lagden's Bushshrike,
Bronze Sunbird, Yellow-crowned Canary and Streaky Seedeater.

One of the major target birds is Shelley's Crimsonwing, a highly sought-after species of the Albertine Rift. Your
guide will help search suitable habitats and listen for bird calls throughout the day.

Return to Kisoro for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: Travellers Inn or a similar property
Meals: Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Mgahinga National Park
e Ntebeko Birding
e Sabinyo Gorge Area

After breakfast, depart Kisoro and head towards Echuya Forest Reserve for birding. This high-altitude forest is an
important habitat for montane forest specialists and offers a different birding experience from Mgahinga.

Continue towards the Lake Bunyonyi area, where suitable wetland and papyrus habitats may provide opportunities
to search for Greater Swamp Warbler, Papyrus Yellow Warbler, Papyrus Canary, Carruthers's Cisticola, Little Rush
Warbler and Fawn-breasted Waxbill.
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After birding, continue towards Ruhija in Bwindi Impenetrable National Park. Make selected stops along the route to
search for Handsome Francolin, Olive Pigeon, Western Green Tinkerbird, Archer's Robin-Chat, Kivu Ground
Thrush, Dusky Blue Flycatcher, Mountain Masked Apalis, White-browed Crombec, Stripe-breasted Tit, Rwenzori
Batis, Doherty's Bushshrike, Montane Oriole, White-necked Raven, Dusky Crimsonwing, Black-crowned Waxbill
and Black-headed Waxbill.

Arrive at your lodge in Ruhija for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: Trekker's Haven or a similar property in Ruhija
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Echuya Forest Birding
e Lake Bunyonyi Wetland
¢ Transfer to Ruhija

This day is dedicated to the famous Mubwindi Swamp trail in the Ruhija sector of Bwindi Impenetrable National
Park.

After breakfast, set off with your packed lunch for a guided forest walk. The Mubwindi trail is among Uganda's most
celebrated birding routes, offering opportunities to search for some of the Albertine Rift's most sought-after species.

Target birds include Black-billed Turaco, Western Green Tinkerbird, Fine-banded Woodpecker, African Green
Broadbill, Mountain Greenbul, Yellow-streaked Greenbul, African Hill Babbler, Mountain llladopsis, Yellow-eyed
Black Flycatcher, Red-faced Woodland Warbler, Grauer's Warbler, Mountain Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-throated
Apalis, Collared Apalis, Stripe-breasted Tit, Rwenzori Batis, Montane Sooty Boubou, Blue-headed Sunbird and
Regal Sunbird.

The trail is physically demanding in some sections and may be muddy or slippery. Your guide will set a suitable
pace, allowing time to enjoy the forest and search for birds.

Return to the lodge in the evening for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: Trekker's Haven or a similar property in Ruhija

Meals: Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Mubwindi Swamp Trail
¢ Full-Day Birding
¢ Albertine Rift Species

After breakfast, depart Ruhija for Buhoma, travelling through the forested area known as the Bwindi Neck. This
route provides opportunities for birding stops in different forest habitats.

Search for species such as Tambourine Dove, Black Bee-eater, Red-throated Wryneck, Mountain Wagtail, Toro
Olive-Greenbul, White-starred Robin, Olive Thrush, Cassin's Grey Flycatcher, Red-faced Woodland Warbler,
Grauer's Warbler, Chubb's Cisticola, Banded Prinia, Mountain Masked Apalis, Chestnut-throated Apalis, Collared
Apalis, Stripe-breasted Tit, Grey Cuckooshrike, Sharpe's Starling, Regal Sunbird, Purple-breasted Sunbird,
Strange Weaver, Dusky Twinspot, Yellow Bishop and Black-throated Seedeater.
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Enjoy the forest scenery and birding opportunities along the way before arriving in Buhoma.

Dinner and overnight stay at your lodge.

Accommodation: The Gorilla Resort or a similar property in Buhoma
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Bwindi Neck Birding
e Forest Stops
e Transfer to Buhoma

Spend another full day exploring Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, focusing on suitable birding trails in the
Buhoma sector.

Bwindi's complex forest ecosystem supports a wide variety of forest birds, including several Albertine Rift endemics
and range-restricted species. Explore the forest with your specialist guide, paying attention to bird calls, movement
in the canopy and activity in the undergrowth.

Target species may include African Goshawk, Bar-tailed Trogon, Black Bee-eater, White-headed Woodhoopoe,
African Broadbill, White-bellied Robin-Chat, Red-throated Alethe, Chapin's Flycatcher, Red-faced Woodland
Warbler, Black-faced Rufous Warbler, Grauer's Warbler, Short-tailed Warbler, Mountain Masked Apalis, Dusky Tit,
Bocage's Bushshrike, Liihder's Bushshrike, Pink-footed Puffback, Petit's Cuckooshrike, Blue-headed Sunbird,
Black-billed Weaver, Brown-capped Weaver, Red-fronted Antpecker and Magpie Mannikin.

Return to your lodge in the evening for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: The Gorilla Resort or a similar property in Buhoma
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Buhoma Forest Birding
e Forest Specialists
e Guided Bird Walk

After breakfast, depart Buhoma for Fort Portal, travelling through the scenic landscapes of western Uganda and the
Queen Elizabeth National Park region.

Enjoy birding stops along the way, exploring suitable savannah, woodland and wetland habitats. Potential sightings
include Grey-headed Kingfisher, Lesser Striped Swallow, Zitting Cisticola, babblers, Grey-backed Shrike, Common
Fiscal, starlings and widowbirds.

The route also offers opportunities to enjoy the changing landscapes around the Rwenzori foothills and the western
rift valley.

Continue to Fort Portal and check in at your hotel for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: Mountains of the Moon Hotel or a similar property

Meals: Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Buhoma to Fort Portal
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* Queen Elizabeth Region
e En-route Birding

After an early breakfast, depart for Semuliki National Park, one of Uganda's most distinctive birding destinations.

Semuliki's lowland tropical rainforest supports many species associated with the Congo Basin, making it an exciting
contrast to the montane forests visited earlier in the safari.

Begin exploring suitable forest trails and habitats, including the area around the Sempaya hot springs where
access and time permit. Search for hornbills, forest kingfishers, barbets, finches and other lowland rainforest
specialists.

After the birding excursion, continue to Bundibugyo for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: A suitable lodge or hotel in Bundibugyo

Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Semuliki National Park
e Sempaya Area
e Transfer to Bundibugyo

Today is dedicated to birding along the famous Kirumia Trail in Semuliki National Park. The trail passes through
lowland rainforest and offers opportunities to search for bird species with strong Central and West African affinities.

With your guide, search for White-thighed Hornbill, Black-casqued Wattled Hornbill, Piping Hornbill, White-crested
Hornbill, Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill, Black Dwarf Hornbill, Black Bee-eater, Blue-headed Crested Flycatcher,
Crested Malimbe, Red-bellied Malimbe, Blue-billed Malimbe and Swamp Palm Bulbul.

Keep an eye out for more elusive species such as Capuchin Babbler and African Piculet. These are challenging
birds to locate, but the guide will help you listen for calls and search appropriate habitats.

The Kirumia Trail can be long, humid and muddy, especially during rainy periods. The day's route and walking
distance will be adapted to trail conditions and the group's ability.

Return to your accommodation in Bundibugyo for dinner and an overnight stay.
Accommodation: A suitable lodge or hotel in Bundibugyo

Meals: Breakfast, packed lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Kirumia Trail
e Full-Day Rainforest Birding
e Congo Basin Species

After breakfast, begin the return journey towards Entebbe. This is a long road transfer, so an early departure is
recommended.

Depending on the route, road conditions and available time, enjoy selected birding stops along the way. Your guide
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will identify suitable habitats and opportunities to add more species to your birding list without compromising the
journey schedule.

Arrive in Entebbe in the evening and check in at your hotel.

Dinner and overnight stay.

Accommodation: The Boma Hotel or a similar property in Entebbe
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and dinner

Activities:

e Bundibugyo to Entebbe
e En-route Birding
e Hotel Transfer

Day 15 — Departure from Entebbe

After breakfast, transfer to Entebbe International Airport for your onward flight. Depending on your departure time,
enjoy a relaxed morning or a short birding session around the hotel grounds.

This brings your 15-day Rwanda and Uganda Birding Safari with Enashipai Tours and Safaris to an end.
Meals: Breakfast
Activities:

¢ Breakfast
e Entebbe Airport Transfer
e Departure

Ready to book this tour?

Phone: +256779307540

Phone: +256701033215

Email: tonnyenashipai@gmail.com

Visit: Munyonyo, Kampala - Uganda

Post: P. O. Box 150305, Mukono - Uganda
Website: https://enashipai.printcorpsug.com

https://enashipai.printcorpsug.com Page 9/9


http://www.tcpdf.org

